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Aga in and aga in and once more?
Lati tudes

The exh ibi tion i s about imag inary, symbol i ca l and rea l action structures and behaviour

patterns. The question about the “rea l “ conduct i s preceded by a genera l i nsecuri ty, wh ich

concerns ind i vidua l and socia l action structures.

Peter Sloterd i j k’s essay „You must change your l i fe“ advocates that practi ce wou ld

become increasing l y more necessary as a means to stand the pace wi th an ach ievement-

oriented society. He thus approaches neo-conservati ve i ssues, wh ich understand

performance and ach ievement-oriented action as a prime principle – wi thout studying

the l i fe cond i tions l i nked to i t or seeing thei r consequences. To what extent does the

communication of neo-conservati ve va lues in fl uence and impact every day l i fe, work and

the pri vate rea lm wi thout paying enough attention to th i s development? Are not

precarious work cond i tions, the wi thdrawa l of the wel fare state, pri vati zi ng , a

red i stribution from the bottom up, restricted migration pol i ti cs but a l so the transference

of target- and performance-oriented action in the pri vate rea lm, for instance in dating ,

i n terna l i zed as normal or necessary behavioura l patterns? To what extent do those

competi ti ve ru les determine the ind i vidua l l i fe cond i tions and how are they transferred?

The exh ibi tion ana l yses two phenomena of transference of th i s development, that has

in fl uenced the last three decades: on an imag inary level i t i s questioned , how far

behaviour model s propagated in movies and seria l s a l so in fl uence pri vate action . Do

these role model s in tend the defin i tion of a sel f-image and standard behaviour? And are

not exactl y these behavioura l patterns tra ined in the frame of coach ing programmes in

order to dri l l the success-effi ciency-formu la that i s borrowed from the economy and

sports and broadcasted in seri a l s? And i s th i s principle of behaviour not transferred to a l l

spheres by embedd ing these action model s in the every day consciousness. The

integration of these symbol i ca l socia l cl assi fi cation systems and the appropriation of the

competi ti ve competences l i nked to i t, i s presented as necessary means to succeed . The

interaction and connections of perception , transference and action sha l l be explored .

Perceptions which are based on imag inary level s l i ke fi lm and televi sion can in fl uence

behavioura l patterns or in i ti a te action . For example, the study of certa in subjects,

behaviour patterns which are ascribed to a certa in l i fe style or transport i ssues of a certa in

va lue system, as wel l as d i scipl i ne measures can be transferred . Neo-conservati ve i ssues

are transported by the med ia and are used as basi s for the tra in ing of parti cu l ar behaviour

patterns, wh ich sha l l l ead to certa in coded action . Performance, i ncreased effi ciency,

optimization and appl i cabi l i ty are thus made the crucia l standards of capi ta l i zed societies

and are sold not on l y as formu la to succeed but as imperati ve necessi ty.

Carey Young , I am a Revolutionary, 2001 .

Sing le channel video (DVD), colour, sound , 4 :08 min .

Courtesy: Carey Young . Courtesy Pau la Cooper

Gal lery, New York

Ana Husman , Lunch , 2008.

Betacam SP, 1 7 min .
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The cla im for an increased performance runs para l l el to the economic growth , a

development a iming at undermin ing and abol i sh ing socia l systems. The interest i s

focused on an indoctrination of neo-conservati ve i ssues, mora l concepts and gu idel i nes

for action to such an extent that they are interna l i zed in the society wi th the resu l t that a l l

a l ternati ve economic and socia l action i s d i sparaged as utopian or socia l i st.

Beside the action patterns that a im to trigger certa in behaviour and are tra ined in

coach ing programmes, the question of a code of eth ics on a rea l l evel , beyond

standard ized action i s posed . The confrontation wi th the rea l or the resu l ti ng action refers

and uncovers to these standard structures. (Sabine Winkler)

Laura Ribero, electro-domestica (#1 -#9) , 2003/04.

Photo series, 32 ,5x49 ,5cm

Courtesy: Ga lerie Hubert Winter, Vienna

Sin i ša Labrovic, Postgraduate Education Manual,

2009 . Orig ina l drawings by I gor Hofbauer
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