
Kunstverein M ed ienturm × J osefigasse 1 × 8020 Graz × Austri a × +43 .3 1 6.74 00 84 × www.med ienturm.at

The Smart Frrridge
Ch i l l y Foreca st for
I n tern et Fri d g e

N icolas Cecca ld i × Simon Denny ×

Yngve H olen × I l j a Kari l ampi × M orag Kei l ×

AI DS-3 D (Kel ler / Kosmas) × M arl ie M u l

Opening Dec 1 0, 201 0 7 p.m.
Press talk Dec 1 0, 201 0 1 1 a .m.
(Download http://med ientu rm.at/presse)
Period Dec 1 1 , 201 0 – Feb 1 9 , 201 1
Tue – Sat 1 0 a .m. – 1 p.m. , Wed – Fri 3 – 6 p.m.
Location Ku nstverei n M ed ientu rm, J osefig asse 1 , 8020 Graz
Contact key@med ienturm.at, +43 .3 1 6.740084

Curators Sand ro Drosch l , Yngve H olen
Catalogue ava i l abl e



The Smart Frrridge
Chi l l y Forecast for I nternet Fridge

The current fridg e i nterface conta ins many fl aws that cou ld be improved and expand ed .

For example you can’t see everything in your fridge at a glance. You thought you’d bought

hot sauce, but you don’t see it anywhere.

Or imagine it’s dark, it’s the middle of the night, you turn to your fridge and when staring

into the light you can’t rememberwhen you bought something. When exactly did you put

those leftover fish-sticks in there?Howold is that Bircher-muesli?What’s up with that

asparagus?

The day after you can’t remember ifyou are out ofsomething or not, or ifyou are running

low. Orperhaps you do remember, but your roommate was inconsiderate and used all

yourmilk for her cereal – and didn’t tell you.

Just imagine your roommate drinks all your beerwithout replacing it. You want to keep it

out ofher reach but the “don’t drink me” note is not working.

The Smart Frrrid ge offers a solu tion .

What i s th i s Smart Frrrid ge? N oth ing more than a brand new versi on of the fami l i ar

ki tchen apparatu s?

Th i s frid ge comes wi th an i n -bu i l t computer that can be connected to the i nternet. I t i s one

of a growing categ ory known as “internet appl i ances” that include not on l y hand hel d s and

smart phones, bu t a l so web-enabled versions of typica l househol d appl i ances. Seei ng we

have so many th ings goi ng on in the ki tchen we thought “let’s put access to the internet

there” . And more importantl y, the fridg e i s rea l l y the on ly th ing i n the house that i s on 24

hours a day!

The coming fridg e keeps an eye on what foods are put inside. You no long er have to open

i t to see what i s i n there to know what i s i n there. By using RFI D technol ogy, an i nbu i l t

d ig icam and imag e processi ng , th i s fridge i s aware of what products are put i nsi d e. H ow

long has th i s been there? I s i t d ated? Shou ld I trash th i s? wi l l be answered as wel l as

in forming you what you are low on .

Smart fridge (1 ) in custom ski n photog raphed by

smart fridge (2)

Open smart fridge (2) photographed by smart

fridge (1 )



The Smart Frrridge
Chi l l y Forecast for I nternet Fridge

Keep in contact a l so from d i stance. J u st imag ine you ’re in you r offi ce and you d eci de to

invi te a l l you r friends over for d i nner that n i ght. Al l you have to do i s to pick up your

mobi le phone and ca l l you r fri d ge. I t wi l l be able to g i ve you a head s-up on what foods you

have stored i nside, su gg est you a menu that uses some of those food s, and once you have

selected the menu i t wi l l generate a shoppi ng l i st for i tems you need to pi ck up, or even

just ord er the mi ssi ng ing red ients on l i ne for you . Once home i t wi l l feed you wi th voca l

i nstructions, spoon by spoon , ti l l you d i sh out the perfect wholesome meal .

Of course you cou l d a l so u se the fridge to watch tel evi sion or l i sten to music, to take a

photograph , save i t to an a l bu m, or post i t to a websi te, or, ( i f you prefer) send i t to and

emai l recipient.

And seeing th i s fri dg e comes wi th a docking station you can j ust dock i n your iPod or

iPhone and start usi ng a l l your favouri te cooking apps.

You gu i l ti l y pick up a chocolate bar and are about to cl ose the frid ge door when your i Pad

beeps. “H ey bu dd y, you ’ve a l ready had too many ca lories today - put that back! ” Bl ush i ng ,

you return the chocol ate bar and pick u p some sunflower seeds. You g lance back at your

iPad that now d i spl ays a l arge g reen “check“ mark on i ts screen .

You wi l l never be a l one ag a in , and i t’s no longer j ust you and your frid ge: The Smart

Frrridge wi l l commu nicate wi th you r smart phone and together they’ l l keep a constant eye

on you .

Comments (69)

D1 3 YUPP1 3 55P009 3 says:

Wow – menu pl ann ing for people who are too lazy to actua l l y plan mea l s, bu t too wea l thy

to let that stop them. I su ppose i t a t least encourages cooking and less wastefu lness???

Posted On: Yesterd ay

Ley_zee says:

I l ove th i s though when wi l l they come u p wi th a frid ge that makes up the food for you?! ?! ; )

Posted @ 69 BPM

Anonymous says:

As geeky as I am i t wou l d be a pretty ch i l l y day in hel l for me to l et my refrig erator d ictate

what I shou ld eat.

Posted On: Yesterd ay

Pfu ture Dia l ogue 201 1 says:

Love the idea . . .no th inki ng i nvol ved j ust fol low up the instructions. . .bu t as you pointed

out. . . i nputti ng the i ngred i ents. . .not a very practica l option

Posted On: Tomorrow

Anonymous says:

Good idea , thoug h won 't work cause l ights out when door cl oses.

Anonymous says:

You just put l eftovers i n the fri dge on a cu tti ng board wi thou t anyth i ng to cover i t? What

the fuck?
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